NOF - Communication and Language

· Symbol Web Sites

Bliss: http://home.istar.ca/~bci
Compic: www.compic.com
Makaton: www.makaton.org
PCS: www.mayer-johnson.com
Rebus: www.widgit.com
An Introduction to Symbols article available on the ACE Centre’s Web Site gives an explanation of the symbol systems that are most commonly used in the UK and lets readers identify the differences between the symbol sets. www.ace-centre.org.uk
· Where symbols are not appropriate Objects of Reference may be useful. These are basically objects used in a symbolic way to represent people, places or events. E.g. a cup to represent “its time for a drink”, a spoon to represent “we are going to the dining room” and a piece of chain to represent Catherine who wears lots of jewelry.

These were used mainly by individuals with a visual impairment but are now used widely by students with less severe visual difficulties but who may have learning difficulties. 

A good book to use as an introduction to objects of reference is: 

Ockelford A (1994) Objects of reference: promoting concept development and communication skills with visually impaired children who have learning difficulties, £3.50, available from RNIB Distribution Centre, P O Box 173, Peterborough, PE2 6WS. This booklet is illustrated with photographs and shows how to use objects of reference as a means of communication and learning. It also suggests ways of moving from using objects to sign and 'representational' systems, such as Moon and braille. 

· The Communication Matters Site www.communicationmatters.org.uk has a link to all the CASC (Communication aid suppliers consortium) members. This is a quick way to access information about the majority of the high tech communication aids and in most instances view catalogues and read descriptions of the VOCAs. Details of the CASC Roadshows are also available here. These are opportunities for individuals to see first hand a wide range of communication aids in a venue near to them.

· AAC Policies in Schools document is available as a download from the ACE Centre Web Site. 550K pdf file or 60K pdf file summary. Some revisions will be made and then it will be completed and may be sent out to all schools if funding is received. 

· Capital Modernisation Funding The DfES has been awarded £10 million for communication aids following a successful bid made under the Treasury’s Capital Modernisation Fund arrangements. The expenditure will be incurred over two financial years: 2002-03 (£3.5m) and 2003-04 (£6.5m). BECTa will manage the work on the Department’s behalf. 

The funding will cover assessment of needs, provision of equipment (hardware and software), training for children, parents and school staff, and review arrangements. Detailed arrangements of the project will be the subject of further discussion between DfEE, BECTa and the ACE Centres. Dissemination of information on the CMF will be posted on the Becta web site, as it becomes available.
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